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Test 18

Part III Listening Comprehension

Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear 8 short conversations and 2 long conversations. At the end of each conversation, one or more questions will be asked about what was said. Both the conversation and the questions will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a pause. During the pause, you must read the four choices marked A), B), C) and D), and decide which is the best answer.

11. 
W: 
I don’t need to hurry; the bank’s open until six on Friday. 

M: 
Yeah, but your deposit will only be credited if it’s in by three. 

Q: 
What time should the woman go to the bank today?
12.
W: 
Would you like coffee with your dessert?


M: 
I’d like some, but I’m afraid it would keep awake. 

Q: 
What time is the couple probably eating?
13.
W: 
How much are your steel-belted radial tires?


M: 
Today we have them on sale for forty dollars each. 

Q: 
How much will the woman pay for two new tires?
14.
W: 
Did you hear about Ross MacDonald? 

M: 
Yes, I did. The world certainly has lost a great mystery writer.


Q: 
What happened to Ross MacDonald?

15.
W: 
Good morning. Please put your luggage on the conveyor belt. Do you have reservations?


M: 
Yes. Flight 405 to Tucson, Arizona. 

Q: 
Where did this conversation probably take place?

16.
W: 
I wanted o have lunch with you, but I have an appointment for a health checkup. 

M: 
That’s too bad. I was looking forward to it. How about tomorrow? 

Q: 
Where is the woman going?

17.
W: 
I wish those people would read the signs. How inconsiderate in such a crowded place! 

M: 
Not only is it dangerous, but many people are allergic to smoke! 

Q: 
Why are the man and woman angry?

18.
W: 
I wish Rachel studied as hard as her brother.


M: 
Well dear, I think she does all right. You worry about the kids too much.  She’ll probably work harder in high school. 

Q: 
Who is the couple most likely talking about?
Now you’ll hear two long conversations.

Conversation One

M: 
Good morning, Miss Wang. I’m Mr. Zhang. Please sit down.
W: 
Thank you. It’s nice to meet you, Mr. Zhang.
M: 
I have your application here. You are a university student?
W: 
Yes, I’m a business major.
M: 
So you are interested in working for our company.
W: 
Yes, I need a part-time job, both for money and experience.
M: 
We’ll have an opening for an office clerk this summer.
W: 
That would be wonderful.
M: 
Are you computer trained?
W: 
Yes, I can handle Windows, PowerPoint, and Excel. Here’s my certificate.
M: 
Ah, that’s good. You’ll need some training in our methods, though. Every office is different, you know.
W: 
Thank you. That will be very helpful for my future. When do I start exactly?
M: 
We’ll let you know as soon as possible. Goodbye.
W: 
Goodbye.
Questions 19 to 21 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

19. What is the relationship between the two speakers? 
20. What kind of job does the woman need? 
21. When will the woman start to work at the company?
Conversation Two

M: 
Hi, mum!

W:

Ah, there you are, I was getting worried about you. It’s late.

M: 
Yes. I bumped into Lyn and went to the pub for a drink. She was telling me about a funny thing that had happened to her yesterday.

W: 
Oh, what was that?

M: 
Well, she was driving home from work when suddenly she saw an old lady on her hands and knees in the middle of the road.

W: 
Oh, her hands and knees in the middle of the road?

M: 
Yes, in front of her car. She was so shocked that she stopped without warning and the car behind crashed into hers.

W: 
Oh! Was she hurt?

M: 
No, she wasn’t, fortunately.

W: 
And what was the old lady doing on her hands and knees?

M: 
I’m just coming to that --- so Lyn got out of her car. Then the old lady picked up something, and walked away without saying a word.

W: 
Well. I never! She was lucky, Lyn didn’t run her over.

M: 
Well, yes. Then a policeman came but he didn’t believe the story.

W: 
Oh?

M: 
Luckily there was a witness, a man waiting for the bus. He saw it all. Guess what the old lady was doing?

W: 
I haven’t the faintest idea.

M: 
She was looking for a false tooth.

W: 
A false tooth?

M: 
Yes, it fell out as she was crossing the road. The witness heard her mumbling, “ Oh, my gold tooth.”
W: 
I don’t believe it.

M: 
It’s true. Ask Lyn
Questions 22 to 25 are based on the conversation you have just heard.

22. Why was the old lady on her hands and knees in the middle of the road? 

23. The woman said, “ I haven’t the faintest idea.” What does that mean? 

24. What can we learn about the old lady? 

25. What would have happened to Lyn if there hadn’t been a witness?
Section B

Directions: In this section, you will hear 3 short passages. At the end of each passage, you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked A), B), C) and D). 

Passage One

As the car industry develops, traffic accidents have become as familiar as the common code. Yet, their cause and control remain a serious problem that is difficult to solve. Experts have long recognized that this discouraging problem has multiple causes. At the very least, it is a problem that involves three factors: the driver, the vehicle, and the roadway. If all drivers exercise good judgement at all times, there would be few accidents. But that is rather like saying that if all people were honest, there would be no crime. Improved design has helped make highways much safer. But the type of accidents continued to rise because of human failure and an enormous increase in the numbers of automobiles on the road. Attention is now turning increasingly to the third factor of the accident, the car itself. Since people assume that the accidents are bound to occur, they want to know how cars can be built better to protect the drivers.
Questions 26 to 28 are based on the passage you have just heard.

26. What does the speaker think of the causes of automobile accidents?
27. What measure has been taken to reduce car accidents?
28. What remains an important factor for the rising number of road accidents?
Passage Two
In the next few decades people are going to travel very differently from the way they do today. Everyone is going to drive electrically powered cars. So in a few years people won’t worry about running out of gas.
   Some of the large automobile companies are really moving ahead with this new technology. F & C Motors, a major auto company, for example, is holding a press conference next week. At the press conference the company will present its new, electronically operated models.
Transportation in the future won’t be limited to the ground. Many people predict that traffic will quickly move to the sky. In the coming years, instead of radio reports about road conditions and highway traffic, news reports will talk about traffic jams in the sky.
But the sky isn’t the limit. In the future, you’ll probably even be able to take a trip to the moon, Instead of listening to regular airplane announcements; you’ll hear someone say, “The spacecraft to the moon leaves in ten minutes. Please check your equipment. And remember, no more than ten ounces of carry-on baggage are allowed.”
Questions 29 to 31 are based on the passage you have just heard.

29. What will be used to power cars in the next few decades?
30. What will future news reports focus on when talking about transportation?
31. What is the special requirement for passengers traveling to the moon?
Passage Three

In the local newspaper of my community recently, there was a story about a man named Virgil Spears. He lived in a small town 40 miles from my home. He had served five years in a New York prison for robbing a restaurant. When he returned to his family, Mr. Spears couldn’t find a job. Everyone knew he had been in prison and nobody trusted him. Finally, in desperation, he calmly walked into a local barbershop where he was well known, pulled out a gun, and took all the money the barber had. Up to this point it had been a fairly routine crime, but then something unusual happened. Mr. Spears didn’t try to get away. He got into his car, drove slowly out of the town, and waited for the police. When they caught him, he made only one request. He turned to the arresting policemen and said: “Would you please ask the court to put my family on welfare just as soon as possible?”
Questions 32 to 35 are based on the passage you have just heard.

32. What made it difficult for Virgil Spears to find a job?  

33. Why did Virgil Spears rob the local barbershop? 
34. What did Mr. Spears do after he robbed the barbershop? 

35. What can we infer from this passage?
Section C
Directions: In this section, you will hear a passage three times. When the passage is read for the first time, you should listen carefully for its general idea. When the passage is read for the second time, you are required to fill in the blanks numbered from 36 to 43 with the exact words you have just heard. For blanks numbered from 44 to 46 you are required to fill in the missing information. For these blanks, you can either use the exact words you have just heard or write down the main points in your own words. Finally, when the passage is read for the third time, you should check what you have written.
 
 Although the UK is a (36) relatively small country, the geology and climate (37) vary a good deal from region to region. The country can broadly be divided into three.
    The region you’ll get to know best, of course, is the north, where we are at (38) present. The land here is generally (39) hilly, and the (40) soil thin. The climate up here, and you’ve already had (41) evidence of this, is generally cool and wet. As you will see next week, the typical farm here in the North is a small, family-run (42) concern, producing mainly wool and wood for the market.
   If we (43) contrast that with the Easten region, over here, the east is flatter and more low-lying， (44) with fertile soils and a mixed climate. Average farmsize is much bigger in the east, and farms are likely to be managed strictly on commercial lines. As for crops, well, the east is the UK’s great cereal-producing region. However, (45) increasingly significant areas are now also given over to high quality vegetables for supply direct to the supermarkets.
   The third broad region is the west, where it’s a different story again. The climate is warmer than in the north and much wetter than in the east. (46) The resulting rich soils in the west provide excellent land, and the farms there are quite large, typically around 800 hectares. The main products are milk, cheese and meat.

